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The Cave Conservationist

The Newsletter of the NSS Conservation and Management Section

          Volume 23,  Number 1
                                    March, 2004


Group Conservation Award Presented

By the Conservation and Management Section of the NSS

The Award
The Conservation  and  Management Section  of  the National  Speleological  Society  presents 

the  Group Conservation Award annually. It is given to a group affiliated with the NSS that has

made a significant and contemporary contribution towards conservation or management of cave

or karst resources. This award intends to recognize the best and most effective conservation group

in the NSS. The award consists of a certificate, $100 check, and the group's name on the Group Conservation Award plaque in the NSS office. 
Eligibility
All NSS internal organizations, NSS committees, conservancies, and other groups affiliated with the NSS are eligible to be nominated for this award.
Criteria and Standards 
Please refer to the NSS Cave Conservancies Website for the criteria and standards, and for a list

of past recipients of this award. Go to http://www.caves.org/committee/ccc/ click on Award at the bottom of the index.
Nomination
Nominations may be made by anyone and self-nominations are acceptable.  All NSS groups are encouraged to provide additional promotion of the award. The deadline for the 2004 award is 1

June 2004. Nominations should be made in writing and sent electronically to  John M.  Wilson,

Award Committee Chair, Conservation and Management Section, Email:  john@wilsonj.org or wilsonjml@msn.com

In The News

USA TODAY:  1-12-04, Page 11A  - Tennessee  http://www.usatoday.com "Rep. Harry Brooks plans to introduce legislation imposing mandatory penalties on anyone who uses a sinkhole as a garbage dump.  Brooks has worked with state environmental officials to craft revisions to Tennessee's solid waste disposal laws. He's reacting to controversy over 800 truckloads of debris from a Knoxville redevelopment project dumped into a sinkhole.  Citizens claim that the pollutants contaminate their well water."

Subaru Primal Quest News: 1-22-04 http://www.subaruprimalquest.com  The Subaru Primal Quest Adventure Race announced their race date has been scheduled for September 19th - 28th, 2004.
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	About The Cave Conservationist…

The Cave Conservationist is the official publication of the Conservation and Management section of the National Speleological Society; All regular members of the Section receive copies. There is also occasional distribution to others interested in cave conservation. Materials that are unsigned may be attributed to the Editor. Opinions expressed herein are not necessarily those of the NSS, Section or Editor. Permission is granted to NSS publications to reprint articles published in the Conservationist providing credit is given to the author and the Conservationist except where a copyright accompanies a specific item. Others wanting to reprint material should contact the Editor. Newsletter contributions should be submitted to the Editor as a document or an attachment formatted to MS Word.  Typed contributions are preferred, but handwritten will be accepted if item is brief. All photographs submitted for publication will be returned.

Membership in the Conservation and Management Section…

The NSS Conservation and Management Section is open to all members of the National Speleological Society as well as those interested in the conservation, management and protection of caves.  Annual membership costs $5.00/ year and up to three years can be paid in advance.

The section gives an annual award to an Internal Organization or other NSS group (conservancy, conservation task force, project, etc.) that has made significant contributions to speleology in the field of conservation.  Nominations may be made either by the group or others on their behalf. 

Dues/ Renewal…

 (Payable to NSS Conservation/Management Section) 

Evelyn Bradshaw

       5713 Castlebridge Road, Apt. 226

Fredericksburg, VA 22407

       540-785-5361

       ebradshw@staffnet.com

( See Membership Application Form on page 5 )

Editor’s Address.…

Lynn Roebuck

94 Magnolia Lane

Normandy, TN 37360-9504

931-455-8658

pretzlgirl@charter.net

Join our Section List.…

Send an e-mail to conservation@wingedseed.com and 

type “subscribe” in subject field.


The Founding of SERA Karst Task Force Committee

Contributing Authors: Rob Robbins, Debby Johnson, Lynn and Brian Roebuck 
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Trying to form a conservation group takes dedication, time, and effort. The idea behind organizing a conservation group had been discussed numerous times behind the scenes before it was decided to make a formal motion at the 2001 Southeastern Regional Association Winter Business Meeting. In fact several cavers, Debby Johnson, Rob Robbins, Jim Wilbanks, Brian and Lynn Roebuck had the same dreams and were all taking measures to make their vision a reality – but in two separate groups. 

Rob Robbins, Brian and Lynn Roebuck were already past the discussion phase and had actively taken steps toward their dream. Lynn and Brian both have many years experience as well as broad cave conservation backgrounds and were involved in Nashville Grotto’s efforts to save Rumbling Falls Cave with Lynn serving as Chair of Nashville grotto and Brian serving as chair of the committee that was formed specifically for the Rumbling Falls effort. Additionally the Roebuck’s have served as property managers of Yell Cave since 1998 and liaisons for the landowner and The Nature Conservancy. Working with scientists, archaeologist and historians both learned to identify many species as well as significant resources that are sometimes found in caves. Rob had organized numerous cave clean ups. The most successful multi grotto clean up was in 1997 at Hubbards Cave, Tennessee with a large caver attendance from as far away as Ohio. Later along with the Southport Chronic Cavers Grotto and the Roebucks, Rob organized several Cavers’ Resource Workshops to help educate cavers on cave resources. Rob also served as liaison for the NSS and Tennessee Nature Conservancy. Building on such success the trio later came together and made plans to form a cave conservation and research group by assembling educational materials, purchasing a Karst Groundwater Model and purchasing equipment that their group would need. While unknown to them at around the same time Debby Johnson and Jim Wilbanks also had a similar dream and had met several times trading emails to discuss devising some type of a conservation group. Debby has worked with scientists, archaeologist and historians and learned to identify species as well as significant resources that are sometimes found in caves. Initially when Nashville Grotto made the decision to join an environmental coalition that was trying to save Rumbling Falls Cave, Debby served as Chair of Nashville Grotto as well as one of the team members who explore, map and surveyed Rumbling Falls Cave. Jim served on the SCCI board for several years where he learned specific techniques to acquire and manage caves.

About this point in time Jim and Lynn had phone conversations and also talked about the need for a conservation group. Lynn expressed to Jim details about the group that she, Brian and Rob were in the process of developing while Jim told Lynn that he and Debby had discussed devising some type of conservation group. At this point in time however it was still not yet clear to everyone that we were all coming together. Before the 2001 SERA Winter Business Meeting we talked back and forth to each other about our individual ideas to form a conservation group and it wasn’t long until everyone’s visions and support were channeled in one direction. The eve of the 2001 Winter Business Meeting Rob Robbins and Jim Wilbanks were invited to spend the night at the home of Brian and Lynn Roebuck. This evening was to work out the details behind all of us joining as one and forming a conservation group. It was a stimulating evening bursting with idea’s and conversation as the four of us sat around the table. Plans were made for the motions that would be made and who would make them at the meeting the next day of the Southeastern Regional Association Winter Business Meeting Governing Committee. 

The SERA Karst Task Force (SKTF), a committee of the Southeastern Regional Association (SERA), was formed during the 2001 SERA Winter Business Meeting by a motion made by Jim Wilbanks to study the ways SERA could become more involved, supported by Debby Johnson, Rob Robbins, Lynn and Brian Roebuck. The basic idea behind this was to channel some energy towards cave conservation in the Southeastern United States, comparable to what Cavestock has been doing in recent years. The SERA Governing Committee also supported the motion. First to Chair the Committee in 2001 was Jim Wilbanks, Rob Robbins 2002 and Debby Johnson 2003.

In 2001, the formative first year of the SERA Karst Task Force Committee our direction other than cleaning up caves was not entirely clear. The committee had meetings, made phone calls and sent emails to discuss what the mission of the committee should be and what we would present to the SERA Governing Committee at the 2002 SERA Winter Business Meeting. Along the way committee members had decided a discussion board would probably be beneficial for fostering cave conservation and interacting with volunteers. Appointed to the committee as well as to the task was Lynn Roebuck who in August 2001 founded the SERA Karst Task Force Committee Group where she serves as the moderator http://groups.yahoo.com/group/sktf. The 2001 Cavestock Festival and their clean up project was attended by Jim in an attempt to find out how Cavestock pulled together their annual conservation projects they had been conducting since 1998. 
February 2002 at the SERA Winter Business Meeting a motion was made and passed. The SERA Karst Task Force is a Committee. The chair and vice chair of SERA are members. The chairman appoints at least three other members who serve for that year. It is to sponsor and foster conservation activities in the SERA region and is empowered to use the SERA name to encourage participation. The SKTF is to keep a record of conservation activities in SERA and is to generate  articles about  itself  and  the  record for  use  by  SERA

Newsletters. The Yahoo group or its' equivalent is to be continued and its' use encouraged by the membership. A $100 fund is set up and set aside in the SERA Treasury for the purchase of cave cleanup supplies.




Continued on Page 4
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Now that the SERA Karst Task Force was a committee it was time to start work. Cavestocks' Dan Twilley had suggested that we cleanup Lost Creek Cave in White County which had been vandalized for years.  During the SERA Cave Carnival, hosted by the Smokey Mountain Grotto in July 2002, the “first” SERA Karst Task Force clean up was organized at Lost Creek Cave in Tennessee as the newly formed committee. Dr. Jan Simek (UT/K), Jim Rylander Jr., Arleen Scheller, Debby Johnson, Dan Twilley, Gail and Jim Wilbanks, Lynn and Brian Roebuck attended this first effort. Dr. Simek conducted an assessment to look for any significant resources that may have been present on the cave walls before any graffiti removal began. Volunteer help that day was in short supply with only us nine but the project was still a success since graffiti was removed near the entrance of the cave.

Lynn and Brian Roebuck along with Tim Curtis and family conducted a site visit to Lost Creek Cave August 4, 2002 to further assess the cave and to report what equipment and supplies might be needed for a return trip. The second clean up at Lost Creek Cave occurred close to the end of August 2002. Volunteers converged on Lost Creek Cave well. In a matter of a day, much graffiti was removed from rocks outside the cave as well as on the cave walls themselves along with a large pile of trash from the cave and surrounding area. Many people from the Cavestock organization attended and lent the committee a hand on the project as well as donated much needed materials. December 2002 the day of the Annual Cumberland Caverns Christmas Party, several cavers as well as committee members Rob Robbins, Jim Wilbanks, Lynn and Brian Roebuck met at Lost Creek Cave for the third time to continue the clean up effort and removed some graffiti. A couple of weeks after the clean up caver Carl Bishop of Dickson, Tennessee traveled back to Lost Creek Cave and carried off the pile of trash that had been collected at the previous clean up but not yet removed.

In  November 2002  Appalachian Grotto  members  and SKTF 

committee  members  Debby Johnson,  Brian  and  Lynn Roebuck  conducted a site evaluation at East Tennessee’s Soard Cave. Gerald Moni, historian’s Marion O. Smith and Joseph Douglas were also invited to attend. The group conducted an assessment to look for any significant resources that may have been present in the cave or on the cave walls before the planned Appalachian Grotto clean up in March 2003. During the clean up several bags of trash were removed as well as some graffiti. Some members of the committee also learned to heed the warnings on the product label concerning adequate ventilation when using Marks-Off in caves.

Dialog was initiated between SERA Karst Task Force Committee and the Cavestock organization wherein assisting each other for specific cleanups might increase the manpower at each cleanup. On October 12th, 2003 during the TAG Fall Cave-In, seventy-four cavers representing twenty-one caving organizations and eleven states congregated at the Stephens Gap field to remove piles of shingles. This was the first joint effort between the SKTF Committee and the Cavestock organization. The Dogwood City Grotto, the host of the TAG Fall Cave-In, funded a huge thirty yard dumpster that was filled in a little over two hours. Dan Twilley, Cavestock Conservation Chairman was instrumental in negotiations to convince the county to waive dumping fees. Dave Robison of Cavestock donated one hundred t-shirts adorned with a conservation logo about the cleanup.  [image: image4.jpg]



Throughout 2002 and 2003 emails began coming in informing committee members of caves that needed a clean up.  Several meetings were held with the 2003 committee members; Debby Johnson, Lynn and Brian Roebuck, Maureen Handler, Jim Wilbanks and Rob Robbins in attendance wherein the direction and mission of the committee was developed. The details of the SERA Karst Task Force mission were written at the January 19th 2003 meeting of the committee and states “The SERA Karst Task Force is a resource committee dedicated to karst conservation and the clean up of karst features and caves through the education of both public and caving communities.”  With this statement the committee has gone forward to undertake four clean ups per year at designated events. The SKTF committee would not be able to accomplish these cave conservation tasks without the cavers who come to help out on each project. 

EBAY: Speleothems for Sale

Mark Passerby

EBAY: A recurring issue is the sale of speleothems, stalactites, and stalagmites put up for sale on Ebay. The question is not  whether it is legal or not,  it is one of does  Ebay wish to have a rule  that  in  directly or  directly  promotes the vandalism  o f some  of  Americas  greatest  treasures  by  creating  a  market  channel  for  those  objects. 

Legal or not a company like Ebay is responsive to public opinion and feedback.  I feel, as I think many cavers across the caving community and world do that allowing formations of any sort, be it from a private quarry that hit a cave or a vandal that took it from a cave is and will promote the continued vandalism of the underground treasures that generations today and tomorrow will and do marvel over.  Ebay’s policy should read "Speleothems, Stalactites, and Stalagmites. These items may not be listed on Ebay.  While we recognize that some speleothems, stalactites, and stalagmites may come from privately owned caves and therefore be legal to sell. Ebay is concerned with vandalism that has occurred in many our countries caves and therefore prohibits their sale."






Continued on Page 5

The sale of speleothems seems to be a recurring issue on Ebay that in my opinion can be changed by a short but massive campaign designed to encourage them to change their position on a revenue category that undoubtedly is small.  In my opinion it reeks of irresponsibility and does pose a threat to one of Americas most awesome natural treasures.


Just think of the implications and the market that would be created if a guy were able to pull off an $8,300 auction of a cave formation, a market channel would be created that could over time grow.  As a caver, I am appalled that a policy is in place at Ebay that could lead eventually to establishment of a successful route to sell speleothems from the caves we all love  by the very vandals whose work we have all laid eyes upon.  Those interested in seeing an  Ebay policy change, email mark@caves.com.
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Conservation Corner
Conservation Corner is a new feature of The Cave Conservationist Newsletter. Please email upcoming

conservation related happenings to the Editor (see submission guidelines on page 2).

    Mammoth Cave Restoration Project - Camp Dates
Mar. 6-7, 2004, May 1-2, 2004, Aug.  1-6, 2004, Nov. 6-7, 2004 

 http://oldsci.eiu.edu/physics/len/mammoth/mcrp0.html
National Cave Conservancies Forum

April 15 - 17, 2004 Lewisburg, WV 

http://www.wvcc.net/Documents/2004NationalCaveConservanciesForum.pdf

Carson-Campbell Cave Clean Up - Claiborne County, TN

May 22, 2004 Sponsored by Appalachian Grotto & SKTF

 http://www.caves.org/grotto/appalachian/page_2.html
The West Virginia Cave Conservancy 

The West Virginia Cave Conservancy is trying to purchase trees for its Persingers Cave Preserve /Benedicts Cave. For 

a mere $10 you can purchase a tree in your name to be planted at the Persingers Cave Preserve. Just mail your check or money order to WVCC, P. O. Box 243, Frankford, WV  24938.  For more information, contact John Pearson 

304-497-3939/ e-mail jpearson@rcc.com
Tennessee’s Big Bone Cave Closed For Radon Gas Studies

For more information, contact Larry Matthews email nss6792@bellsouth.net
National Speleological Society  - Vol 23 #1

Conservation and Management Section – Mar. 2004

c/o  E. W. Bradshaw
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Evelyn Bradshaw, Secretary-Treasurer
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Fredericksburg, VA 22407
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