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Soard Cave Clean Up

Michelle Ellison

The day after the 2003 Southeastern Regional Association Winter Business Meeting on Sunday March 2nd, many wonderful people came together for the good of a cave and the history it holds. Over many months, the clean up was planned and Cave historians were contacted to research the history of the cave, to find any historical artifacts and document anything of significance. Many historic dates and names were found showing the line of people that once traveled the passages of this cave. Over the years this cave has been used and abused, it’s beautiful formations broken and thrown to the side, spray paint on the walls of the cave, and so much trash thrown around inside by unthinking people. With the support of the SERA Karst Task Force, twenty people came together on this day to show their love for the cave its contents and the cave life within. 

Some twenty-five bags of trash were removed from this cave and much graffiti removed from its walls.  The landowner who had for many years stopped cavers
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     Appalachian Grotto & SERA Karst Task Force

from exploring the cave, with lots of work from the Appalachian Grotto he has again opened the door to Soard Cave. We have shown him the love that we hold for caves, and by working with him we have started the steps in preserving his cave. We still have lots of work to do with the cave, but the cave clean up that happened March 2nd was one giant step in the right direction.  

A week after the cave clean up I called the local newspaper and was surprised that they were very interested in doing a story about the work that was ongoing in this cave. I conducted an interview with a reporter, and a week later we lead her and a photographer through the cave. The article came out in the paper later that week; and she really did a wonderful job on it. The article has brought positive response from the community; and has opened the door for people to start to understand the importance of cave conservation.  

As cavers we take on the responsibilities of caring for our caves and the life that dwell in them. Over the few years I have been caving, it’s sad to say we have seen the so-called art from uncaring individuals, that don’t know any better or care. The formations that are destroyed, just out of lack of respect. The decoration in these caves takes a lifetime to form. 
We, as cavers each time we go into a cave be ready to pick trash up or organize a cave clean up. Even non-caver can help by getting in touch with a local grotto and offer their help. Cavers come from all walks of life, we are blue-collar works, doctors, technicians, housewives, etc, and the list goes on. This is the world we enjoy so the steps we take now to care for

underground environment will help to ensure that caves will be around for many generations to come.
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Rocky River Cave Clean Up

Jim Wilbanks
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May 17th 2003 turned out to be a wet stormy day especially for a group of volunteers, mostly cavers and a few local residents, intent on doing a clean up in a trash filled muddy sinkhole. In spite of the weather, thirty-five cavers showed up from the SERA Cave Carnival being held nearby to help with the SERA Karst Task Force (SKTF) latest cave clean up project at Rocky River Cave in Tennessee.  Rocky River Cave entrance lies in a classic karst window sinkhole surrounded by paved road on three sides. It has a steep bluff on one side over the cave entrance, two steep sides and a more gradual, fourth side making access easy for everyone including even those that dispose of everything in sinkholes. With such easy road access many years worth of accumulated trash had piled up in the sink and cave entrance beneath the bluff. The sink and cave entrance contained all types of old garbage with the majority composed of old metal appliances and car parts. Kris Beckwith, a local caver, assisted the project with on-site planning and investigation as well as landowner relations. With his help it was much easier for the SKTF to coordinate the clean up during the SERA event. Publicity also helped to gain support in many other ways. Earlier the Southern Standard newspaper was contacted and had printed an educational article about the Rocky River Cave Cleanup. This positive publicity prompted County officials to donate two large dumpsters and arrange to pick up the appliances from the side of the sink. In another show of support reporter Will Stewart for the Southern Standard visited during this latest clean up and wrote a follow up article on the ongoing progress of the volunteer efforts.

The major pile of trash that this clean up focused on was situated on one of sinkhole’s steep sides. Two lines were rigged down this steep slope and were attached to loads at the bottom of the sinkhole. Both were rigged through a pulley at an anchor point on top consisting of a truck and one of the large dumpsters. Each line was then attached to the rear of two trucks that drove down the road next to each other providing the hauling power for each line independently. Clem Adkins, Shane Stacey and Tim White rigged a high line for one of the haul systems, which allowed the appliances to rise up above any obstructions before traveling up to the road and the awaiting dumpsters. The cavers on the bottom did the most difficult work by digging the trash out of the mud and attaching it to the rope. Up top each load had to be removed from the rope, sorted, and placed in dumpsters or set aside in piles. SKTF and the volunteer crew employed the use of the cargo net for bundles of smaller items in the sink. On Rope One generously donated the large amount of webbing used to construct the SKTF cargo net. Pam Baker volunteered her time to sew the massive cargo net from the donated webbing.
The crew worked through the morning hauling literally tons of debris, trash, and junk out of the sink. Another crew cleaned off the bluff ledges from above where more trash and appliances had lodged in the trees and rocks. This crew rigged ropes and persuaded some of the trash to let gravity take its course and send the dangerous hanging debris to the floor of the sink. A safety officer watched the proceedings and warned workers below of potential trash falls. All was going well but about the time the crew broke for lunch a sudden strong thunderstorm blew in quickly right over the sinkhole. Most everyone made a mad dash for their cars and trucks to avoid the drenching rain and lightning to wait out the storm. Many others who were drenched, muddy, and tired couldn’t face the slippery sinkhole slopes anymore and just called it a day. When we received word that the storm was over the handful of remaining members of the crew went back to work in the sinkhole and cleaned up a lot more of the trash leaving only a small fraction of the original materials at the bottom.  Unfortunately even more trash awaits future clean-up crews inside the cave. The SKTF will organize many trips to complete this cave clean up.         Continued on Page 4

Total amount cleaned from the sinkhole for the day:  2 tons of household garbage and 2-1/2 tons of scrap metal! 

Volunteers present at the Rocky River Cave Clean Up represented four states and twelve grottos. SKTF extends a heartfelt Thanks to: Myrna Attaway, Paul Baggett, Pam Baker, Carl Bishop, Don Cole, Griffin Cooper, Jessica Cooper, Joshua Cooper, Lisa Cooper, Tabatha Cooper, Steven Driggers, Brenda Edwards, Kelise Edwards, Beth Elliott, Anne Elmore, Maureen Handler, Bill Henne, Don Hunter, Mark Joop, Jim Loftin, Jennifer Massey, Michael McKinsey, Anna Murrell, Mark Murrell, John Quinn, Roni Massey, Michael Ray, Brian Roebuck, Lynn Roebuck, Moore J. Smith, Shane Stacy,  Will Stewart, Ben Theune, Milo Washington, Tim White, Jim Wilbanks, Andy Zerbe.

Rocky River Project Photo Link: http://albums.photo.epson.com/j/AlbumIndex?u=4045200&a=30691760&f=0
Robber’s Cave Status

Reference: September 2003 The Cave Conservationist 

 “Robber’s Cave Lincoln Nebraska” by Troy Taylor

Reported by Jack Weyers, Sterling, Nebraska  “The status of the cave is uncertain, cement has been poured over the old entry way which was bulldozed and the natural chimney’s were filled with dirt. The bats were most likely sealed in the cave to die. I am afraid the present owner, Ridge Development Company will continue the destruction of the cave, one of the few natural caves in Nebraska. With the rich history of the cave I feel strongly the cave should be preserved but need help.”

Email the Editor for Mr. Weyers contact information if you can assist in preserving Robber’s Cave.

Conservation Corner

Conservation Corner is a new feature of The Cave Conservationist Newsletter. Please email upcoming conservation events to the Editor ( see submission guidelines on page 2 ).
Feb. 8, 2004   
SERA Karst Task Force Clean Up at Rocky River Cave 

http://www.caves.org/region/sera/
[image: image1.png]



Conservation Articles Needed

The Cave Conservationist is in need of articles, stories, photos, poetry, etc related to Cave Conservation and Management activities. The rest of the caving community is interested in the latest happenings, cave clean up’s and conservation news. You may submit cave conservation related articles to the Editor (see the submission guidelines on Page 2).
National Cave and Karst Research Institute Workshop

Press Release             Contact Roger Scott at (505) 234-5553, Fax (505) 887-3051
Carlsbad, New Mexico--The National Cave and Karst Research Institute (NCKRI) recently hosted a workshop to develop a broad vision for the newly formed Institute.  Feedback from a wide range of stakeholders was solicited to help NCKRI move forward through its initial development. The two-day workshop, sponsored by the National Park Service and New Mexico Tech, was held at a federal training center in Shepherdstown, West Virginia. Coming from as far away as California and Florida, the more than 25 attendees represented the caving community, the academic world and government agencies charged with cave and karst management.

Workshop participants included Dr. Mike Soukup, the National Park Service’s Associate Director for Natural Resource Stewardship and Science, Jack Hess, the Executive Director of the Geological Society of America, and Dave Shaver, Chief of the NPS Geologic Resources Division. Louise D. Hose, the Institute’s Director stated, “It was important to have this diverse group sit down at the same table and tell us what they want the Institute to become.” 

The National Cave and Karst Research Institute was created to further the research, education, and wise management of cave/karst lands throughout the United States and around the world.  A working group composed of cave and karst experts from various federal agencies is providing the organizational groundwork. The workshop was designed to begin consultation with all the key organizations and integration of their ideas in the Institute's development and operational plans. 

Director Hose cited several key suggestions from the group, including the development of a board of directors or governing council and the idea that the Institute should be an umbrella structure that could put forth major grant and project proposals.  Another proposal involved the perceived need for a non-profit element that could accept grants and serve as an independent entity, not aligned with any particular government agency or university.

The 1998 Act of Congress that created the Institute placed it under the auspices the National Park 

Service.  That legislation directed the NPS to “jointly

administer” the Institute with another “public or 

private (entity)…as determined by the Secretary” of 

the Interior.  While no formal agreement has yet been 

reached, the New Mexico Institute of Mining and Technology in Socorro, New Mexico, has expressed interest in that role. A formal report that will document the details of the workshop is anticipated in the near future.

Over the next two years the Institute will further refine and initiate its operational model and develop a long-term strategic plan.  New Mexico Tech will fill a Visiting Chief Scientist position in the next six months that will provide science coordination, leadership and scientific direction for the Institute. The City of Carlsbad, the State of New Mexico, and the NPS have provided the seed money and funding for a building that will serve as visitor center, laboratory, library and offices for the Institute.  Design work for the approximately $4.5 million facility is underway with groundbreaking planned for the late 2004.
[image: image2.png]


 Helpful Cave & Karst Links
NSS Cave Conservation & Management Section: www.caves.org/section/ccms/

Conservation for Cave & Karst Systems: 

www.caves.org/committee/conservation/index.html

Living With Sinkholes:  www.dcr.state.va.us/dnh/lws.htm
Living on Karst: http://virginiacaves.org/lok/page3.htm

The National Speleological Society: www.caves.org/
The Hydrogeologist’s Home Page:  www.thehydrogeologist.com/index.htm

Karst The Movie:

www.watersheds.org/earth/karstmovie.htm

National Speleological Society  - Vol 22 #3

Conservation and Management Section – Dec. 2003

c/o  E. W. Bradshaw

5713 Castlebridge Road, Apt. #226

Fredericksburg, VA 22407

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Join Us!


Membership in the NSS Conservation and Management Section
  If you are not already a member of the Section, you are invited to join us. Dues are $5.00 per year, payable to the NSS Conservation and Management Section. Members receive the newsletter regularly and are entitled to vote at the annual meeting.

 

Please send your name, address, phone number, e-mail and NSS number with a check or money order made out to the NSS Conservation/Management Section to:

Evelyn Bradshaw, Secretary-Treasurer 

5713 Castlebridge Road, Apt. #226

Fredericksburg, VA 22407

 Help Us Conserve Paper, Save Tree’s & Prevent Siltation in Caves! 

   To receive issues of The Cave Conservationist electronically, email

Lynn Roebuck, Editor-The Cave Conservationist pretzlgirl@charter.net

